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Wednesday, 25 August 2021 
 

Tokyo 2020 Paralympics smashes records 
Biggest Opening Ceremony ever  
 
The Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020 exploded into life on the Seven Network last night with 
the Opening Ceremony shattering records and reaching 1.94 million people. 
 
An average national audience of 953,000 watched the Opening Ceremony on Channel 7 last 
night, topping the previous record set in Beijing 2008 by 42%.  
 
Last night’s average capital city audience of 643,000 was 38% higher than Beijing 2008.  
 
The Tokyo 2020 Opening Ceremony’s national audience was also more than 10 times 
bigger than Rio 2016, with the average metro audience more than 12 times bigger. 
 
The Opening Ceremony was #1 in its timeslot last night in total people and in all key 
demographics.  
 
Managing Director Seven Melbourne and Head of Network Sport, Lewis Martin, said: “Last 
night’s historic viewing figures underline just how much Australians have been looking 
forward to the Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020.  
 
“The Paralympic Games are among sport’s greatest events and we can’t wait to bring fans 
all the unmissable action over the next 12 days as our all-star Aussie team takes on the very 
best in the world.”   
 
Seven’s Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020 coverage is anchored by Australian Paralympic 
legends Kurt Fearnley and Annabelle Williams, alongside Johanna Griggs, Matt White and 
Emma Vosti, while Paralympic icons Priya Cooper, Tim Matthews, Jessica Gallagher, Nick 
Morris and Bryce Alman headline the commentary team. 

 

Tokyo 2020 live and free on Seven and 7plus 

The only place to see it all 
 
Get involved: 
Facebook 
Twitter 
Instagram  
TikTok 
YouTube 
7NEWS.com.au 
@7Sport #7Sport 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/7Sport
https://twitter.com/7Sport
https://www.instagram.com/7sportau/
https://www.tiktok.com/@7sportau?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxjyNmdeMBoExeefLOuQaqg
https://7news.com.au/sport


 

Sev en Network (Operations) Limited / 8 Central Avenue, Eveleigh NSW 2015 Australia / PO Box 7077, Alexandria NSW 2015 Australia 
T  +61 2 8777 7777 / ABN 62 052 845 262   

Source: The Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020 biggest Opening Ceremony audience since OzTAM 
records began in 2001.  
 
For further information, please contact:  
 
Robert Sharpe 
Head of Corporate Communications 
M: 0437 928 884 
E: rsharpe@seven.com.au  
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